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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-17, 19-37, 39, 40, 43-52, 56, 57, 59, 60, 62, 63, 65-69, 71, 72, 75-77, and 79-82 
are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kitazawa et al. (Japan Patent No.: 
09-026832) in view of Suso et al. (Patent No.: US 6,466,202). 

Regarding claims 1,21, and 43, referring to Figs. 1-3, Kitazawa teaches a status display 
control unit for displaying status information of an electronic equipment which includes a main 
display (10) section and an auxiliary display section (20), comprising: a controller (11) 
displaying data in the auxiliary display section (20) [0014], [0034], and [0040]-[0046]. 

Kitazawa differs from claims 1,21, and 43 in that he does not specifically teach 
displaying standby transition time. However, referring to Figs. 3, 5, 7, and 8, Suso teaches 
displaying standby transition time (col. 4, lines 5-12, col. 5, lines 13-26, and col. 7, lines 19-33). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate the displaying standby transition time as taught by Suso in the system of 
Kitazawa in order to provide a display control unit with useful improve functions. 

Regarding claims 2, 22, and 44, referring to Figs. 1-3, Kitazawa teaches a status display 



Application/Control Number: 09/8 1 4,050 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2674 

control unit for displaying status information of an electronic equipment which includes a main 
display (10) section and an auxiliary display section (20), comprising: a controller (11) 
displaying data in the auxiliary display section (20) [0014], [0034], and [0040]-[0046]. 

Kitazawa differs from claims 2, 22, and 44 in that he does not specifically teach 
displaying a next electronic mail check time. However, referring to Figs. 3, 5, 7, and 8, Suso 
teaches a next electronic mail check time (col. 4, lines 5-12, col. 5, lines 13-26, col. 7, lines 19- 
33, and col. 10, lines 10-45). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the next electronic mail check time as 
taught by Suso in the system of Kitazawa in order to provide a display control unit with useful 
improve functions. 

Regarding claims 3, 23, 45, 66, 79, and 81, referring to Figs. 1-3, Kitazawa teaches a 
status display control unit for displaying status information of an electronic equipment which 
includes a main display (10) section and an auxiliary display section (20), comprising: a 
controller (11) displaying data in the auxiliary display section (20) [0014], [0034], and [0040]- 
[0046]. 

Kitazawa differs from claims 3, 23, 45, 66, 79, and 81 in that he does not specifically 
teach displaying a greeting message by characters. However, referring to Figs. 3, 5, 7, and 8, 
Suso teaches displaying a greeting message by characters (col 4, lines 5-12, col 5, lines 13-26, 
and col. 7, lines 19-33). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to incorporate displaying a greeting message by characters as 
taught by Suso in the system of Kitazawa in order to provide a display control unit with useful 
improve functions. 
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Regarding claims 4, 24, and 46, referring to Figs. 1-3, Kitazawa teaches a status display 
control unit for displaying status information of an electronic equipment which includes a main 
display (10) section and an auxiliary display section (20), comprising: a controller (11) 
displaying data in the auxiliary display section (20) [0014], [0034], and [0040]-[0046]. 

Kitazawa differs from claims 4, 24, and 46 in that he does not specifically teach 
displaying a recording medium playing state. However, referring to Figs. 3, 5, 7, and 8, Suso 
teaches displaying portable recording medium playing state (col. 4, lines 5-12, col. 5, lines 13- 
26, col. 7, lines 19-33, and col. 9, lines 49-53). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the displaying standby 
transition time as taught by Suso in the system of Kitazawa in order to provide a display control 
unit with useful improve functions. 

Regarding claims 5, 6, 25, 26, and 47 referring to Figs. 1-3, Kitazawa teaches a status 
display control unit for displaying status information of an electronic equipment which includes 
a main display (10) section and an auxiliary display section (20), comprising: a controller (11) 
displaying data in the auxiliary display section (20) [0014], [0034], and [0040]-[0046]. 

Kitazawa differs from claims 5, 6, 25, 26, and 47 in that he does not specifically teach 
displaying a communication connection status of the electronic equipment. However, referring to 
Figs. 3, 5, 7, and 8, Suso teaches displaying a communication connection status of the electronic 
equipment (col. 4, lines 5-12, col. 5, lines 13-26, col. 7, lines 19-33, and col. 9, lines 49-53). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate the displaying the communication connection status of the electronic 
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equipment as taught by Suso in the system of Kitazawa in order to provide a display control unit 
with useful improve functions. 

Regarding claims 7-17, 27-37, 48-52, and 69, referring to Figs. 1-3, Kitazawa teaches a 
status display control unit for displaying status information of an electronic equipment which 
includes a main display (10) section and an auxiliary display section (20), comprising: a 
controller (1 1) displaying data in the auxiliary display section (20) [0014], [0034], and [0040]- 
[0046]. 

Kitazawa differs from claims 7-17, 27-37, 48-51, and 69 in that he does not specifically 
teach displaying indicating a reception of an electronic mail by the electronic equipment. 
However, referring to Figs. 3, 5, 7, and 8, Suso teaches characters, displaying indicating a 
reception of an electronic mail by the electronic equipment (col. 4, lines 5-12, col. 5, lines 13-26, 
col. 7, lines 19-33, col. 9, lines 49-53, and from col. 10, line 32, to col. 11, line 62). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate the displaying the communication connection status of the electronic equipment as 
taught by Suso in the system of Kitazawa in order to provide a display control unit with useful 
improve functions. 

Regarding claims 19, 20, 39, 40, 65, 71, 72, and 75-77, referring to Figs. 1-3, Kitazawa 
teaches a status display control unit for displaying status information of an electronic equipment 
which includes a main display (10) section and an auxiliary display section (20), comprising: a 
controller (11) displaying data in the auxiliary display section (20) wherein the electronic 
equipment further comprising: a main body; and a lid member which is provided on the main 
body and capable of taking an open position and a closed position, said main display section 
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being provided on the lid member and being visible only in the open position of the lid member, 
said auxiliary display section being provided on the main body at a position which is visible in 
the closed position of the lid member [0014], [0034], and [0040]-[0046]. 

Kitazawa differs from claims 19, 20, 39, 40, 65, 71, 72, and 75-77 in that he does not 
specifically teach displaying the status information. However, referring to Figs. 3, 5, 7, and 8, 
Suso teaches the status information (col. 4, lines 5-12, col. 5, lines 13-26, col. 7, lines 19-33, col. 
9, lines 49-53, and from col. 10, line 32, to col. 1 1, line 62). Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the 
displaying the status information as taught by Suso in the system of Kitazawa in order to provide 
a display control unit with useful improve functions. 

Regarding claims 56, 57, 59, 60, 62, , 63, 67, 68, 80, and 82, referring to Figs. 1-3, 
Kitazawa teaches a status display control unit for displaying status information of an electronic 
equipment which includes a main display (10) section and an auxiliary display section (20), 
comprising: a controller (1 1) displaying data in the auxiliary display section (20) [0014], [0034], 
and [0040]-[0046]. 

Kitazawa differs from claims 56, 57, 59, 60, 62, 63, 67, 68, 80, and 82 in that he does not 
specifically teach displaying contents set in correspondence with time. However, referring to 
Figs. 3, 5, 7, and 8, Suso teaches characters, displaying contents set in correspondence with time 
(col. 4, lines 5-12, col. 5, lines 13-26, col. 7, lines 19-33, col. 9, lines 49-53, and from col. 10, 
line 32, to col. 11, line 62). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the displaying contents set in 
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correspondence with time as taught by Suso in the system of Kitazawa in order to provide a 
display control unit with useful improve functions. 

3. Claims 18, 38, 53, 70, and 78 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kitazawa et al. (Japan Patent No.: 09-026832). 

Regarding claims 18, 38, 53, 70, and 78, referring to Figs. 1-3, Kitazawa teaches a status 
display control unit for displaying status information of an electronic equipment which includes 
a main display (10) section and an auxiliary display section (20), comprising: a controller (11) 
displaying data in the auxiliary display section (20) [0014], [0034], and [0040]-[0046]. 

Kitazawa differs from claims 18, 38, 53, 70, and 78 in that he does not specifically teach 
displaying a position of a volume adjusting knob. However, it would have been obvious to obtain 
displaying a position of a volume adjusting knob in order to provide a display control unit with 
useful improve functions. 

4. Claims 41, 42, 54, 55, 73, and 74 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kitazawa et al. (Japan Patent No.: 09-026832) in view of Suso et al. (Patent 
No.: US 6,466,202) and further in view of Klein (Patent No.: 6,014,141). 

Regarding claims 41, 42, 54, 55, 73, and 74, the combination of Kitazawa and Suso 
differs from claim 41, 42, 54, 55, 73, and 74 in that it does not specifically teach an auxiliary 
display section provided on the main body at a position only visible in the open position of the 
lid member. However, referring to Fig. 1, Klein teaches an auxiliary display section (50) 
provided on the main body at a position only visible in the open position of the lid member (col. 
2, lines 55-67). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the auxiliary display section provided on the main 
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body at a position only visible in the open position of the lid member as taught by Klein in the 
system of the combination of Kitazawa and Suso in order to provide a display system with 
increasing display area. 

5. Claims 58, 61, and 64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kitazawa et al. (Japan Patent No.: 09-026832) in view of Meins et al. (Patent No.: 6,587,700). 

Regarding claims 58, 61, and 64, referring to Figs. 1-3, Kitazawa teaches a status display 
control unit for displaying status information of an electronic equipment which includes a main 
display (10) section and an auxiliary display section (20), comprising: a controller (11) 
displaying data in the auxiliary display section (20) [0014], [0034], and [0040]-[0046]. 

Kitazawa differs from claims 58, 61, and 64 in that he does not specifically teach 
displaying information related to input of a password of the electronic equipment. However, 
referring to Figs. 2-5 and 7, Meins teaches displaying information related to input of a password 
of the electronic equipment (from col. 10, line 54 to col. 11, line 1 1). Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate 
the displaying information related to input of a password of the electronic equipment as taught 
by Meins in the system of Kitazawa in order to provide a display control unit with useful 
improve functions. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered to pertinent applicant's 
disclosure. 

Macor (U.S. Patent No. 5,841,849) teaches user interface for personal telecommunication 
devices. 
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Tomimori (U.S. Patent No. 6,456,841) teaches mobile communication apparatus 
notifying user of reproduction waiting information effectively. 

Suso et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,069,648) teaches information communication terminal 

device. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-305-3225. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard A Hjerpe can be reach at 703-305-4709. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC. 20231 

Or faxed to: 703-872-9306 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 

Drive, Arlington, VA, sixth- floor (Receptionist). 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone 
number is 703-306-0377. 
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Jennifer T. Nguyen 
07/21/2004 




